
 

Attention Playwrights!   

SCRIPTS Ireland’s Playwriting Festival  

seeks NEW WORKS 

 

SCRIPTS Ireland’s Playwriting Festival is a festival dedicated to new Irish plays—
the writing of them, the development and nurturing of them.   

Playwrights can submit original 15 minute plays on the theme Changes for 
selection by Friday 8 April, 2016.  

Those selected will benefit from a professional development process where they 
will be mentored by professional playwright Eugene O' Brien in an exciting 

workshopping process. 

For seven days in July, the picturesque heritage town of Birr, Co. Offaly, a haven 
of Georgian elegance, will play host to an ensemble of playwrights, producers, 

actors and directors, all working towards one goal - to produce outstanding new 
Irish plays in seven fun-filled days! 

See www.scriptsireland.com  for more info on this exciting new Festival. 

CALL TO WRITERS 

Scripts, Ireland's Playwriting Festival invite playwrights, established and aspiring to submit 
plays for consideration. Four plays will be chosen, by the selection panel headed by playwright 
Eugene O'Brien, as the scripts most suited to development and performance at our headline 
event.  Deadline: Friday 8 April 2016, 3pm.  

THEME: The Festival sets a theme annually to stimulate an artistic response.  This year the 
theme is CHANGES.  In an Ireland that supports marriage equality, in a time when the 
#WakingTheFeminists movement is making huge strides in women’s representation in theatre 
and in a world where art has the power to transform, it is clear that change is in the air.  Social 
changes are affecting the world we live in and the impact ranges from subtle attitude 
adjustments to massive alterations in the way we live.  Smaller, unseen changes are happening 
within us, and in our relationships with the people around us.  The impact may be intricate and 
complex.   Playwrights can interpret this theme as they see fit, and responses may range from 
addressing outward changes in the world to a more micro view of small changes within.  We 

http://www.scriptsireland.com/


look forward to reading authentic, unique, and well crafted plays that have the power to 
change.  In the words of the late David Bowie, “Ch-ch-ch-changes, Turn and face the strange!” 

PLAY LENGTH:  Plays can be between 10-15 minutes in running time.  Plays that go over 15 
minutes will not be considered for selection. 

THE PROCESS: The selected playwrights will then benefit from a developmental 
process.  Playwrights must be available to be in Birr, Co. Offaly for this process which will take 
place from Sunday 3 July -Thursday 7 July as well as attend the performance on the final 
night.  Each play will be assigned a director and actors will be cast to play the roles.  The plays 
will be presented as staged readings at the headline event on Saturday 9 July.  
On Day 1 of the rehearsal process, the playwright and their mentor, Eugene O' Brien, will sit in 
on rehearsals and examine how the script makes the transition from page to stage.  Playwrights 
will then work one-on-one with their mentor discovering ways to polish or improve their 
script.  Adjusted scripts will be delivered to the next rehearsal and the process resumes.  The 
team of directors and actors will then proceed with their exploration of the script and 
playwrights will see their play performed at a rehearsed reading at the end of the process. 

THE PRIZE: There will be a prize allocated for "Best Play" which will be selected by our judges 
on the night of the performance.  There are opportunities for winning playwrights to meet and 
engage with production and dramaturgy departments of professional theatre companies and 
links being built with production partners.  The winning play will then go on to represent the 
festival in further opportunities and events.  

HOW TO SUBMIT A PLAY   

Playwrights can submit plays by e-mail to submissions.scripts@gmail.com  

or by post to "Scripts" Birr Theatre & Arts Centre, Oxmantown Hall, Birr, Co. Offaly. 

All submissions MUST be accompanied with a Submission Form  
(see below or download a Word version on www.scriptsireland.com) 

Scripts should not disclose the playwright's name anywhere 

Plays submitted without a completed Submission Form will not be read. 

Should you wish to submit in hard copy, please follow the same guidelines and ensure 
documents are unbound and printed single-sided.    

Submission Forms can be downloaded on www.scriptsireland.com 

Your play will be numbered and sent to the professional reading and selection panel, without 
your contact details.  We are operating a strict confidentiality policy to ensure fairness 
and transparency in the selection process.    
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All entrants will be notified of the outcome by the end of May.  
 

We would like to remind you that successful playwrights must be available to travel to Birr, 
Co. Offaly from Sunday 3 - Thursday 7 July to take part in the workshop process and attend 
the premiere on Saturday 9 July.  

 

Deadline for Submissions:  Friday 8 April 2016, 3pm 

 

SCRIPTS is supported by Birr Theatre & Arts Centre, Jasango Theatre, Offaly County Council 

 

The Festival Continues….. 

 

Write a "Pop Up Play" In A Day Challenge 

Playwrights will also have the opportunity to push their abilities to the limit with this fun 
challenge!  Can you write a play in a day?  Playwrights who register for the challenge, will be 
given a set of "artistic parameters" around which to base a 5 minute script.  Details will be 
shared at our opening kick off party on Sunday 3 July.  Those who register from out of town will 
be e-mailed the info at the appointed time. Playwrights then have 24 hours to write the plays 
which will be performed as Pop Up Plays in cafes in Birr throughout the festival. Are you ready 
for the challenge?  Can you make a play in a day? Register your interest for the Pop Up Play 
Challenge by emailing us at scriptsireland@gmail.com 
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2016 Submission Form 
SCRIPTS Ireland’s Playwriting Festival is a festival dedicated to new Irish plays—the 

writing of them, the development and nurturing of them.  Playwrights can submit 
original 15 Minute plays on the theme CHANGES for selection. 

Those selected will benefit from a professional development process where they will 
be mentored by professional playwright Eugene O' Brien in an exciting workshopping process. 

 

Name:  

Address:  

Telephone:  

Email address:  

Name of Play:  

Checklist 

  My script does not have my name on it (please double check!) 

   

  I have completed an Application Form 

   

  My Application Form is saved in the following format: 

  Scripts 2016 Application Form {MY NAME}.docx / .doc 
 
Email this Document AND your Script to submissions.scripts@gmail.com; or  
Post it to “Scripts”, c/o Birr Theatre & Arts Centre, Birr, Co Offaly 
 

- Scripts sent to any other email address WILL NOT be read. 
- Scripts with playwright’s name on them WILL NOT be read. 

 

@Scripts     @Scripts_Ireland     www.scriptsireland.com   
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