
Welcome to the inaugural Scripts - Ireland’s Playwriting Festival We are very excited to launch Ireland’s newest playwriting festival;
a unique opportunity for playwrights, aspiring and established, to have their work developed and produced.

For the Festival the picturesque heritage town of Birr, Co. Offaly, a haven of Georgian elegance, will play host to an ensemble of playwrights, producers,
actors and directors, all working towards one goal - to produce 7 outstanding new Irish plays in 7 fun-filled days!  This innovative new playwriting festival 

features a host of exciting events for lovers of theatre - those who want to create, perform, engage with and watch live new theatre in beautiful surroundings. 
We look forward to welcoming you to the first of many Festivals.

Programme of Events
Sun 8th
Young Playwrights Lab 1: Making a 5 Minute Play
See Workshops below for more info. Suitable Age 12 -  23

Festival Opening – Meet & Mingle
Get your Festival off to a kick start - meet & mingle with the 
writers, directors and actors and enjoy a taster performance.  
Music by Betsey’s Midnight Stunners ~ 

8pm - Announcement of Write A Play In A Day Challenge

Mon 9th – Fri 13th
Mentoring, Editing, Directing
Heads down – work to be done!  The four selected writers will 
work under the guidance of mentor, Eugene O’Brien, putting the 
finishing touches to their work.  Actors are directed in preparation 
for the closing night performance. 

Thurs 12th
Wild For The Wireless – Premiere of New Radio Play
In co-operation with Encore Arts Show, Midlands Radio 3 (103.5 
FM) hear the stunning new 15 minute play 
by Gillian Greer and directed by George B. Miller. A spell-binding 
piece of theatre, suitable for adult listeners, not to be missed!

 
Pop Up Play 1
Lunchtime Drama!!  The first of the two 5 minute plays selected 
from the Write a Play in a Day Challenge will be performed.
See Workshops

Fri 13th
Pop Up Play 2
Lunchtime Drama!!  The second of the two 5 minute plays selected 
from the Write a Play in a Day Challenge will be performed.  
See Workshops

Friday Festival Fever
Catch up with the gang as they take a break from rehearsals and see a    
Pop Up Play or two!  For those who can’t ‘do lunch’ during the day this 
is your opportunity to see the fruits of the 

Sat 14th
Workshop: Introduction to Playwriting for Adults

The workshop will give participants a general introduction to 
playwriting. It will focus on the key dramatic tools needed to write a 
play, such as conflict, character, action and structure.

Pop Up Play – double bill
For those who can’t ‘do lunch’ during the week this is another 
opportunity to see the fruits of the Play in a Day Challenge.  
See Workshops

Young Playwrights Lab 2:  Playing with THE PLAY!
See Workshops below for more info. Suitable Age 12 -  23

Festival Finale – Headline Event 
After a week of mentoring, editing and directing the four selected 
plays will be performed as a rehearsed reading followed by the 
announcement of the overall Festival Winner, adjudicated by Eugene 
O’ Brien & Phillip Mc Mahon. Enjoy play extracts from Festival 
youth participants and learn about the development process during 
our Talkback chaired by Eugene O’ Brien. A night of theatre, music 
and conversation. Wine Reception post performance.

Special Thanks to Julie Miller (website & logo design ©Julie Miller/HaggisVitae.com),
George B. Miller (Director Radio Play), George Dempsey (programme & poster design), Máire Logue,

Michael Donegan and Eddie Alford (Pop Up Play Directors), Irish Writers Centre, Claire O’Brien.

Emma - Emma Nee Haslam Birr Theatre & Arts CentreAngela & Lisa - Angela Ryan Whyte & Lisa Daly Jasango Theatre

Creative Design by

Workshops
Young Playwright’s Lab - Facilitator: Phillip Mc Mahon These interactive, fun workshops, open to both members and non-members of Offaly Youth Theatre, 
will appeal to budding writers, actors and theatre-makers who will work with one of Ireland’s most prestigious Playwrights, Phillip Mc Mahon, in the creation 
of new works for the stage. Workshop 1:  – participants will explore the theme Home from the young person’s perspective and will 
commence work on writing their own 5 Minute Play. Sunday September 8th 2-5 pm @ Birr Theatre - Young Writers 
Workshop 2: Playing with THE PLAY! – Young writers and actors come together to further develop the new scripts. The group will explore how 
the new plays work on stage and can choose to select extracts of their works-in-progress to present to an audience at the headline festival event.

Young Writers & Young Actors 
 

Introduction to Playwriting - The workshop will give participants a general introduction to playwriting. It will focus on the 
key dramatic tools needed to write a play, such as conflict, character, action and structure.  Established successful Playwright Christian O’ Reilly will draw on his 
extensive experience and equip aspiring writers of theatre with the tools to begin, develop or hone their writing skills for the medium of theatre. Limited spaces 
available, early booking advised.

Write A Play In A Day Challenge - Playwrights will have the opportunity to push their abilities to the limit with this fun challenge.  Can you write a play in a 
day?  Playwrights who register for the challenge, will be given a set of “artistic parameters” around which to base a 5-minute script.  Details will be shared at the 
Meet-N-Mingle event on September 8th. Those who register from out of town will be e-mailed the info at the appointed time.  Playwrights then have 24 hours to 
write and submit their play to be selected for performance as Pop Up Plays in cafés in Birr throughout the Festival. Are you ready for the challenge?  Can you make 
a play in a day? Further information on  or register your interest by emailing us at .

Birr Theatre & Arts Centre and Jasango Theatre
                                                                                   present

Sun 8th - Sat 14th September

Eugene O’Brien is an Irish playwright, screenwriter, and actor.  Best 
known for award winning Eden, which has performed throughout 
Europe and the US and IFTA winner TV drama, Pure Mule, Eugene’s 
recent projects include work on the scripts for The Ranger and Food 
Guide for Love, the latter which will be released this year. Eugene 
is currently in development with Anglo Republic, for Treasure films, 
The Belly of the Whale for Fastnet films and work-shopping a new 
play with the Abbey Theatre. His awards include Irish Times/ESB 
Theatre Awards 2001, The Steward Parker Best New Play 2001 and 
the Rooney Prize for Literature 2003. Eugene plays an integral role 

in the establishment and development of Scripts - heading the selection panel of submitted 
plays, mentoring playwrights throughout the week and judging plays on the final night. 
Eugene brings his many years of experience and knowledge to the Festival.

Phillip McMahon As a theatre 
maker he has worked as actor, 
director, producer, curator and 
playwright. His plays include 

Pineapple & 
(Abbey Theatre); nominated 
for Best Production at the Irish 
Times Irish Theatre Awards. 

Directing credits include 
(Abbey Theatre),  which 
toured Ireland and Australia, 

 and a live arena show for the 
Rubberbandits at Electric Picnic.

Phillip is co-creator and co-curator of the 
performance venue at Electric Picnic, Queer Notions 
cross arts festival at Project Arts Centre and WERK 
Performance/Art/Club at The Abbey Theatre. Phillip 
also sits on the board of The Project Arts Centre and was 
Writer in Association at the Abbey Theatre 2009/10.

Christian O’Reilly is a playwright and screenwriter based in 
Galway. His plays have been produced in Ireland and internationally 
by companies such as Druid and Rough Magic. He was a recipient 
of the Stewart Parker Trust New Playwright Bursary for his debut 
play The Good Father (2002). His other plays include 
(2001), (2007), Here We Are Again Still (2009) and 
Sanctuary (2012). A graduate of the 2011 BBC Writers’ Academy, 
Christian’s screen credits include episodes of  and 

 and the feature film  (2004). 

Workshop Facilitators

“Be part of Scripts 2013 by sponsoring our fundraising 
campaign at  www.igg.me/at/scriptsireland”

Birr Theatre & Arts Centre and Jasango Theatre

Futures Lookin’ Bright
Exciting things are in store for Scripts 
and the plays which it produces.  There 

are opportunities for winning playwrights 
to meet and engage with production and 
dramaturgy departments of professional 
theatre companies and links being built 

up with production partners. We are very 
much looking forward to collaborating 

with the esteemed literary festival
, in 2014.

To keep up to date on events happening
year round, follow us on Facebook

and keep an eye on our website 
 for updates.  

Festival Partners
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